
 

The Adamant Forest Guardian: Roger Pascual Magcantara 

 

 The only one who took up Bachelor of Science  Major in Forestry of the 

King-king Copper and Gold Project (KCGP) scholars who graduated this year, 

Roger Pascual Magcantara, or Roger as he is commonly known, graduated from 

the University of Mindanao, Davao City with an inspiring story to tell.  

Being the eldest of four children who lost their father, a watchman of KGCP 

and a member of the Mansaka Tribal Council, to an unfortunate accident when 

his motorcycle slipped and toppled down the mountain cliff in Brgy. King-king, 

Roger took it upon himself to take care of his siblings and his mother who tried to 

provide for her family thru her small corn farm. He had a dream to alleviate the 

situation of his family and he was relentless in pursuing the same. 

As a young boy, it was clear in his head and heart that he will make a good 

person, son and brother out of himself. He finished his secondary education at 



the Lawaan National High School, graduating First Honorable Mention and   

conferred with the Academic Leadership Award. 

The same mindset empowered him to take home a few gold medals from 

winning First Place at the Davao City Forestry Quiz Bee and other similar academic 

competitions during his college student days as a KCGP scholar. 

The same discipline capacitated him to juggle his time between his 

demanding studies and his role as the head of the family. He sacrificed a portion 

of his KGCP allowance which he faithfully sent to his mother and siblings in 

Pantukan because their welfare is his primordial concern.  

After graduating from college, Roger initially planned to defer taking the 

Forestry Licensure Examination for a year as he wanted to save up enough funds 

to enroll himself in a pre-board review class. However, a potential job opportunity 

did not work out and his family’s unending financial rigors necessitated a change 

of mind. With less than a month to the examination date and knowing full well 

that he was at a disadvantage because of the short preparation time, with 

unwavering resolve, he decided take this year’s Forestry board exams. 

He chose to hole himself up in the highlands of Sitio Barongkag, at King-

king, Pantukan, where his mother tends her small corn farm. Bereft of the 

modern conveniences enjoyed by his contemporaries such was electricity, 

cellphone connection and Internet access, he made do with only the restful 

quietude of the mountains to ensure that he was focused on the goal which was 

to pass his board exams. 

Study time was from 8:00 in the morning till 3:00 in the afternoon. He only 

took a break to partake the simple fare of vegetables from his mother’s farm. 

Darkness came early and he slept well with only stars and the moon illuminating 

their nipa hut. 

Despite his difficult circumstance, he never forget his motivation—the 

desire to make life better for his family. His drive was anchored on his 

recollections of his challenging life and his steadfast resolve to make it better. 

He remembers how he had to stop for a few years after his Grade School 

graduation because there was no money to continue. 



He remembers walking for more than an hour to school. He would take the 

same path from school to home, only this time, his mental tiredness matched the 

uphill climb.  

He remembers the countless times he would brave the cold whip of the 

wind, his clothes hanged dripping from the merciless rain. There will be no change 

of garments from the start of classes till the school bell rings. 

He remembers the grief of his father’s untimely demise which time, until 

now, has not numbed. 

Armed with these memories and the desire to rid his family of the effects 

thereof, he forged on and took the board examination.  

He derived motivation from the other KCGP scholars whose own struggles 

he knows about as he read the items on the questionnaire. The pressure was 

overwhelming as he took his pen to shade the answer boxes. He needed to pass 

this test, as the hope of his family, as the source of inspiration to the other KCGP 

scholars, as the ultimate reward for all his perseverance and struggles.  

He passed. His rating at 87.45% was just a few notches below the 10th 

placer at 88%.   

Roger Pascual Magcantara, Mansaka, is no longer afraid. Gone is that child 

once trapped in the feeling of uncertainty and despair. A man has finally emerged 

and ready to be a proud guardian of his forefather’s forest.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                             

 


